









COMPRISING THOSE OP THE
Selectmen, Auditors, Scliool Committee
Librarvj Triistees, and Agents
Year Ending Janiiarij 51, 1920














Fred B. Holt Cecil P. Grimes
BOARD OF EDUCATION—TOWN DISTRICT
Bessie Flagg Marion H. Flanders
Ralph W. Pillsbury
HIGHWAY SURVEYORS
George B. Colby Fred L. Bartlett
Charles Milton
SUPERVISORS OF THE CHECK LIST
Levi P. Fisher Harry S. Harris
William G. Goodhue
BOARD OF HEALTH
Dr. E. E. Graves
POLICE OFFICERS
Joseph H. Bessette Joseph F. Stoneham
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WARRANT FOR THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
[L.S.]
To the inhabitants of the Town of Boscawen in the
County of Merrimack in said State, qualified to vote
in Town Affairs.
You are hereby notified to meet at Town Hall in said
Boscawen on Tuesday, the 9th day of March next, at
nine of the clock in the forenoon to act upon the follow-
ing subjects
:
1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year
ensuing.
2. To raise such sums of money as may be necessary
to defray town charges for the ensuing year, and make
appropriation of the same.
3. To see what sum of money the town will vote to
raise and appropriate for highways.
4. To see what sum of money the town will vote to
raise and appropriate to help maintain the State Road.
5. To see what sum of money the town will vote to
raise and appropriate for sewers.
6. To see what sum of money the town will vote to
raise and appropriate to pay on notes.
7. To see what sum of money the town will raise and
appropriate to pay interest on notes.
8. To see what sum of money the town will raise and
appropriate for Decoration.
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9. To see what sum of money the town will raise and
appropriate above the amount required by law for the
Library.
10. To see if the town wishes to observe Old Home
Day and to appropriate money for same.
11. To see if the town wishes to sell the standing
lumber on the land near the Woodbury Plain Cemetery
and pass any vote relating thereto.
12. To see if the town will instruct the selectmen
to set out the spare land on the Kidder place to pines
and raise and appropriate money for same.
13. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro-
priate money to destroy the white pine blister.
14. To see if the town wishes to join with the State
in the purchase of chemicals and tools to fight forest
fires and appropriate money for the same.
15. To transact any other business which may come
before said meeting.
Given under our hands and seal, 21st day of February,




Selectmen of Boscawen. N. H.











Portable mills ^ 1,225
Wood and lumber 35,175
Money on hand 860
Stock in trade 143,550
Aqueduct, machinery, etc. 74,400
$890,106
SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Town Hall, lands and buildings $500.00
Library, land and buildings 20,000.00
Police department, lands and buildings 50.00
Fire department, lands and buildings 3,000.00
Fire department, equipment 1,000.00
Highway department, equipment 250.00
Horse 175.00
Wodlot 1,000.00
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State, County, School and Town Taxes
State tax $3,888.00









Old Home Day 50.00
Permanent roads • 893.53
Return of soldiers 1,600.00
$15,776.14
Town School District $2,969.33
Penacook School District 4,730.39
Penacook Lighting Precinct 900.CO
Town tax rate 1.75
Town School district .90
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TOWN OF BOSCAWEN, RECEIPTS AND PAY-
Assets
Cash in hands of treasurer $5,340.56
Joint highway accounts, unexpended balances
in State Treasury 1,104.42
Due from County 11.60
Tax claims bought 16.84
Taxes not collected: Levy of 1919 1,450.68
Taxes not collected : Lew of 1918 365.65
Total assets $8,289.75
Net debt, January 31. 1919 $279.51




Amount committed to collector,
1919 $25,090.82
Less discounts and abatements,
1919 544.91
Less uncollected, 1919 1,450.68
1. Property and poll taxes, current
year, actually collected $23,095.23
2. Uncollected taxes of previous
years 1,171.08
Less abatements of previous
years taxes 21.98
Less uncollected taxes of pre-
vious years 365.65
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MENTS, FOR THE YEAR ENDING JAN. 31, 1920.
Liabilities
Due to School district, Dog licenses $88.80
Due to School district, No. 7, portions of State
money 216.00
Long term notes outstanding 2,850.00
Trust funds, amount of principal used by town 3,058.75
Total liabilities $6,213.55




1. Town officers salaries $467.00
2. Town officers expenses 194.15
4. Municipal court expenses 100.00
5. Expenses town hall and other town
buildings 38.55 $799.70
6. Police department, including care
of tramps 135.96
7. Fire department, including forest
fires 1,110.63
8. Moth extermination 108.00
10. Damage bv dogs 63.00 1,417.59
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Health
:
11. Health dept, including hospitals 50.00
12. Vital statistics 19.70
13. Sewer maintenance 5.50 75.20
Highways and bridges
:
15. Trunk Line maintenance 5,690.59
16. Town maintenance 3,277.71
17. Street lighting and sprinkling 1,052.92








20. Town poor 98.57
21. County poor 667.99 766.56
Patriotic purposes
:
22. Aid to G. A. R. and Memorial
Day exercises 25.00
23. Aid to soldiers and their families 97.74 122.74
Recreation
:




27. Cemeteries, including hearse hire 32.06
Unclassified
:
28. Damages and legal expenses 10.00
29. Taxes bought by town 16.84
30. June 14, Return of soldiers 2,180.43
31. Abatement refunded 9.00 2,216.27
$15,911.21
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Receipts other than Current Revenue
:
26. Temporary loans in anticipation of
taxes during year 3,000.00
Cash on hand at beginning of year,
February 1, 1919 $7,724.78
Grand total $42,693.17
BOSCAWEN TOWN REPORT 13
Interest
:
32. Paid on temporary loans in an-
ticipation of taxes 23.33
33. Paid on long term notes 177.15
35. Paid on principal of trust funds
used by town 78.00
Total interest payments $278.48
Indebtedness :
44. Payments on temporary loans in
anticipation of taxes 3,000.00
45. Payments on long term notes 3,260.00
Total indebtedness payments $6,260.00
Payments to other Governmental Divisions :
50. Taxes paid to State 4,752.00
51. Taxes paid to County 1,570.61
53. Pavments to School Districts 8,580.31
Total payments to other governmental
divisions $14,902.92
Total payments for all purposes $37,352.61
Cash on hand at end of year, January 31, 1920 $5,340.56
Grand total $42,693.17




W. G. Buxton, note
Mrs. Caroline Emerson, note
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Harry S. Harris, supervisor
F. L. Gerrish, selectman
Fred James, selectman
F. E. Williams, selectman
H. W. Carter, clerk









Buxton & Sherburne, bond for trustees 7.00
Dora Flanders, copying 10.00
W. B. Ranney, reports and supplies 132.35
E. C. Eastman & Co. 6.90
G. H. Hubbard, stamps 12.00
F. L. Gerrish, cash paid out 8.80
Fred James, expenses 1.85
W. B. Ranney 15.25
$194.15
Municipal Court Expenses




Buxton & Sherburne, insurance
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Protection of Persons and Property
Police Department
Joseph Bessette









Eureka Fire Ho.se Co., 200 feet hose
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Moth Extermination
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Town Highways
Expenses from Jan.





















F. E. Williams, hay
B. F. Butler, hay
Expense cutting hay
Brockway, grain
W. F. Hoyt, repairing harness









































George Brown, on bridge 13.54
Thomas Russell 31.00
Mr. Sawyer 18.00
















George B. Colby's District
A. S. Hardy and team $88.50
L. P. Fisher and team 60.81
E. A. Griffin and team 13.56
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George B. Colby 57.50
Mrs. Lakin . 3.00
Lund 9.00
$502.22
Of the above amount there was expended on
Corser Hill and Queen street 186.55
Mutton Road 14.00
Water street 301.67
Total expenses of highways $3,277.71
Street Lighting and Sprinkling
Penacook Precinct
George A. Morse, Tr., appropriation 900.00
Town Lighting
Concord Electric Co. 140.92
Edward Webster, lamp 12.00
$152.92
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General Expenses and Watering Troughs
George D. Colby, Tr. 47.00
James Hilbourn 1.50
George P. Chadwick, 1918 and 1919 4.00
Patriotic Purposes
Public Service Enterprise—Cemeteries
Henry F. Pearson, repairs at Beaverdam
cemetery 13.81
Town of Webster, mowing cemetery 5.25
A. K. Flanders, mowing Woodbury Plain
cemetery 5.00
W. B. Flint, care Plain cemetery 8.00
Unclassified
Damages and Legal Expenses
W. G. Buxton, retainer fee 10.00
$52.50
Memorial Day Exercises
J. E. Symonds, appropriation . . $25.00
Aid to Soldiers and Families




W. B. Ranney, postal cards 2.75
$47.75
$32.06
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Taxes Bought by Town
G. H. Hubbard, Col. 16.84
June 14—Remembrance to Returned Soldiers and
Expense of Programme
Bonds with accrued interest
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Indebtedness—Payments on Temporory Loans
Mechanicks National Bank
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BOSCAWEN MUNICIPAL COURT
Received for fines and costs from February 1,
1919, to January 31, 1920, both inclusive $198.96
Payments
Officer and witness fees $18.36
State of New Hampshire, auto fines 43.10
State of New^ Hampshire, motorcycle tines 26.00
State of New Hampshire, fish and game
fines 35.00





Operating an automobile at a greater speed than was
reasonable and proper 4
Operating a motorcycle at a greater speed than was
reasonable and proper 2
Catching and having in his possession pickerel less
than 12 inches in length 3
Larceny 1
14
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Trust Funds Report
Receipts
From town of Boscawen
BOSCAWEN TOWN REPORT 27
I . Library
Rent of Mrs. B. A. Kimball land $20.00
Int. on note of Mrs. John Kimball 4.00
$24.00







The undersigned auditors of accounts of the Select-
men and Treasurer for the year 19-20, report that they
have examined the accounts and find the receipts and
cash on hand to have been $42,693.17 from Jan. 31, 1919
to Jan. 31, 1920, and disbursements paid on orders by
the Selectmen from 1 to 274 inclusive, amounts to
$37,352.61, all of which are properly vouched and cor-
rectly cast.
We have also examined the report of the Trust Funds
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BUDGET FOR COMING YEAR
Town charges $1,500.00
Highways 3,000.00





Old Home Day • 50.00
Library 450.00
New Pines 200.00
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REPORT OF TRUSTEES OF TOWN LIBRARY
Back of every good cause there is always found strong"
and heroic people who are willing to work and sacrifice
that it may be brought into effect. So this library came
into being through the earnest efforts of the late Dr.
and Mrs. Graves. It was always guarded with jealous
care by them, seeking for only the best literature, caring
that the books were not ill-treated ; in fact in every way
building a strong foundation that would endure and
bring pleasure to the people.
A busy man, yet carefully looking after every detail,
and nothing was more pleasing to him than to hear it
said, "You have some very good selections here." We
miss his genial smile, his warm handshake, his guarded
thought, and only can we bear him testimony by
still in a thoughtful way building strong and sure as he
has done. So select what may be read, rather than to
place on the shelf, for it is quality, not quantity, that
counts.
Among the last selections, in Dr. Quackinbos' Magn-
hild there is nature study found on the shore of Lake
Sunapee as well as a delightful romance. The Tin Sol-
dier, much read, having passed through four editions.
The Haunted Bookshop is also novel reading. In Mrs.
Anderson's Zigzagging, Letter of Susan Hale, Catherine
Breshkovsky and Kate Sanborn we find strong and noble
characters. There is much tenderness in "Candles that
Burn" and heroism and deep thought in "Valley of
Vision." Surely enough to refresh and delight the
mind as well as give inspiration for the future.
Whole number of books loaned 9,810
Number of books repaired 2,750




From Trust funds 24.00
From fines 2.75
Balance in treasury, 1919 69.38
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BOSCAWEN TOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT
School Directory
Corrected to Feb. 1, 1920
School Board
Bessie H. Flagg, Chairman Term expires March 1920'
Marion S. Flanders Term expires March 1921
Ralph W. Pillsbury Term expires March 1922
George W. Sumner, Secretary
Regular meetings on the third Saturday of each cal-
endar month at 7.30 o'clock in the evening.
District Officers
Moderator.
Frank L. Gerrish, Clerk.
Edward Webster, Treasurer.
Harry W. Carter, George A. Raymond, Auditors.
Superintendent pf Schools
George W. Sumner
Office in Penacook at Main Street School, rear en-
trance. The office is open on all school days from 8.00
to 1.00, and from 2.30 to 5.00; on Saturdays from 9.00 to
12.00. Appointments for conferences with the Superin-
tendent can be made through the Secretary. New Eng-





Marion K. Wilson Plains Grammar
Helen Barrett Plains Primary
Mattie L. Reardon Water Street
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REPORT OF SCHOOL BOARD
February 6. 1920
To the Citizens of Boscawen School District
:
In the choatic condition resulting from a State-wide
change in system, we are sometimes unable to look ahead
beyond our present difficulties and see with clear vision
the ultimate good of the new order of things.
During the past year with the improvements that have
had to be made in our school buildings, changes and
reforms in our financial system, prices high and soaring'
so that no one could plan and keep within any specific
financial amount, we have experienced many discour-
aging difficulties. Yet much has been accomplished that
should be a source of pride to every citizen of the town.
The Water Street School has been greatly improved
by the addition of a Kaustine system, and the changing
of seats for better lighting. Compared w'ith the average
New Hampshire country schoolhouse it reflects credit
on the town.
^
Some criticism has been made of the new furnace in-
stalled at the Plains School during the summer of 1919.
We are convinced upon good authority that the furnace
is capable of giving satisfaction and that the fault lies
mostly in inefficient operation. In these times of high
wages it seems quite difficult to secure efficient help for
a sum that is within the bounds of the educational pocket
book.
Supervision has perhaps been a disappointment with
so many new schools added to the Superintendent's dis-
trict. Here, also, w^e must not be too impatient. Those
who are in close contact with the schools can see that
a start toward better things has been accomplished. It
is not altogether a question of how much time a super-
intendent spends in a school room, as that of proper se-
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lection of material, and guidance. We have been fortun-
ate in securing good teachers in a time of scarcity. We
could hardly have hoped for this vs^ithout supervision.
Having found teachers of worth we must endeavor
to keep them by making community life attractive to
them, and meeting a reasonable demand for higher sal-
aries if necessary. The old type of teacher who knew
but little more than her oldest pupils is no longer able
to give the children what they need in this day of reform
and advancement. Teachers of training and character
are needed, and are exceedingly hard to find. Given
such a teacher, and you have a priceless influence at work
among the children. Character must be developed in
our boys and girls if they are to meet the demands of
tl-e new era.
We should aim for better transportation facilities if
consolidation is to be satisfactory. How this is to be
accomplished is a question every thinking parent should
consider seriously and fair mindedly, whether the ques-
tion affects his children or not.
If there is no one able, or willing, to make financial
sacrifice, or to co-operate with the School Board, the
problem will remain unsolved..
To boom our town so that more families would take
up farms in outlying districts would save much irrita-
tion and inconvenience on the part of both parents and
.School Board.
We submit the following summary
:
Summary of Receipts and Expenditures From
Sept. 1, 1919, to Jan. 31, 1920.
Receipts
:
Sept. 1 Cash on hand $747.03
Oct. 26 Town Order 969.33
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Dec. 18 State Money 736.00




2 Superintendent's excess salary $75.00
3 Truant officer and School census .79
4 Other expenses of administration 40.14
5 Teachers salaries 891.97
6 Textbooks 41.43
9 Other expenses of instruction 8.95
10 Janitor service . 102.50
11 Fuel 171.14
12 Water and janitor supplies 24.60
13 Minor repairs and other expenses
of operation and maintenance 24.63
15 Transportation 332.00
16 High School and Academy tuition 314.50
19 Insurance 40.00
22 Alteration of old buildings 73.66
23 New equipment 1-90
25 Interest 50.00
26 Tax for State-wide supervision 140.00
$2,333.21
Balance available for rest of school year $145.95
The above balance will be supplemented by the money
which we expect to receive from the State the first week
in March. At the time of going to press we do not know
what this amount will be, but it will be necessary for
the district to provide a further sum for continuing the
schools for the rest of the year which ends Aug. 31,
1920.
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Money Needed for the Coming Year
-^ (Sept. 1, 1920, to Ang. 31, 1921.)
For the support of schools (accounts 5 to 15 inclusive,
in the Summary of Receipts and Expenditures to Jan.
31, 1920, printed above) the State offers to pay what
is needed in excess of a tax of $5 on $1,000 valuation.
For the first half of the present year we have expended
for these purposes $1,597.22. It is fair to estimate,
therefore, that without any increase in teachers salaries,
twice that amount, or $3,194.44, would be necessary for
an entire school year. It is certain, however, that
teachers' salaries, and perhaps several other items, will
cost more next year than at present. As a tax of $5 on
$1,000 valuation will amount to, approximately, $1,720,
it is evident that we should avail ourselves of State aid
and we recommend that for the support of schools a
tax of $5 on $1,000 valuation be levied (including text-
books, supplies and flags.)
In addition to this $5 tax we shall need
For High School and Academy tuition $100.00
For interest on the notes of the district 45.00
Tax for State-wide supervision ($2 per pupil) 150.00
The law provides that the salaries of the School
Board, the District Officers, the Truant Officer, be fixed
by vote of the district.
We recommend that the district raise for payment on
principal or debt, $200.00, and for all other purposes, in-
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REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
February 6, 1920
To the School Board and Citizens
:
This year's experience with supervision must be some-
what disappointing to those school districts which have
been under supervision before,;. The last legislature,
when it enacted into law the bill providing for such
radical changes in our system of education, placed a
heavy burden upon ever}^ school officer.
The State Board has been obliged to make many new
rules for the conduct of so large an enterprise, and has
been seeking a great amount of information about school
conditions needed for the intelligent discharge of their
heavy responsibilities.
School boards have grappled with changed accounting
systems, new and more frequent reports to the State
department of education, the application of the new laws
to their financial and educational problems.
To the superintendent has come many details insep-
arably connected with readjustment to the new system.
In this supervisory union there are three towns
new to him—one Avhich has never had a superintendent
before ; one which has had none in recent 3''ears ; and one
transferred from the Pittsfield Union. There are twenty
teachers out of Penacook, and only one of these has
ever worked under me before.
I keenly regret that during this first half year it has
not been possible for me to be in the schoolroom more
and to come into closer touch with parents, teachers and
children. If I can hope that there have been some re-
sults from this first six months of work, they will be
shown, not this year, but in the years that are to come.
Now that the beginning has been made, I trust that
during the remainder of this year and more especially
during the coming year, my time may be devoted less
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to machinery and more to the real work of the superin-
tendent as supervisor of schools.
Considerable new material has been furnished in read-
ing and history, and new geographies have been pur-
chased this year.
Of all the towns in the supervisory union, Boscawen
has been the most fortunate in securing and retaining
satisfactory teachers. The board decided in season what
they were v/illing to pay and the superintendent was
sent out early to secure teachers. For the coming year
it is even more important to hire our teachers on time.
Many schools in New Hampshire are bound to be closed
during the coming year, or to be taught by teachers who
make no profession of preparation for the work. It is
absolutely certain that salaries must be increased quite
largely.
The one most satisfactory improvement during the
year has been progress in ability to read.
The State Board is directing the improvement of health
of children along three lines : One—more hygenic build-
ings ; two—exercise for physical improvement ; three
—
physical examination of children at least once a year.
Boscawen has improved the sanitary condition of both
buildings in the past two years. We shall doubtless be
required to improve the lighting for the Plains School
within a year or two. A set of exercises for school chil-
dren is being prepared and will soon be in the hands of
teachers. The Boscawen School Board has yet to ap-
point a school ph\^sician, or school nurse, who will ex-
amine the children before the end of the present year.
Allow me to express my appreciation of the patient
support of the board and the loyalty of the teachers dur-
ing this year of reorganization.
Respectfully,
GEORGE W. SUMNER.
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Boscawen Town School District, Treasurer's Report
Report of school year—Aug. 31, 1918, to Sept. 1, 1919
Receipts




Sale North Boscawen Schoolhouse 400.00
From town treasurer 4,338.12
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George F. Brown 185.95
R. W. Pillsbury 7.50
A. K. Flanders 26.10
Bayard Houston 2.25
G. L. Small 490.00
C. M. & A. W. Rolfe 130.44
B. & M. R.R., freight 2.38
National State Capital Bank, Interest 4.59
Fowler Drug Co. 1-90





New Work Water Street
George F. Brown $62.15
R. W. Pillsbury 12.09
Citizens Bank, Perry, N. Y. 170.05
B. & M. R.R., freight 2.25
A. K. Flanders 8.00
C. M. & A. W. Rolfe 22.00
$276.54
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Superintendent of Schools
Supt. of Schools, Geo. W. Sumner
Janitor Service
Wood Account




W. W. Flint, slabs. Plains
George Folsom, slabs, Plains
Albert Hardy, Water street





Mattie L. Reardon, Water Street
$470.82
Ruth Flanders, Plains
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Repairs to Schoolhouses
G. L. Small, Plains
Penacook Water Co., Plains
G. F. Brown, Gulf and Plains
Clyde Fairbanks, Plains
Fowler Drug Co., Plains
D. Warren Fox, Plains
F. L. Reardon, Water street
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B. H. Sanborn & Co.
Houghton & Mifflin
American Book Co.
A. S. Barnes & Co.
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George W. Sumner 8.60
$31.94
Tuttle Fund and Interest $234.43
Auditor's Report
We, the undersigned, hereby certify we have examined
the accounts of Edward Webster, Treasurer of the Bos-
cawen Town School District from Aug. 31, 1918, to
Sept. 1, 1919, and found them correctly cast and properly
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Roll of Honor




School Census, Sept. 1919
No. of children between 5 and 16 years old : Boys,
36; girls, 21 ; total 57
No. between 5 and 8 not attending school 3
No. enumerated attending high school or academy
outside the district 7
No. enumerated attending elementary schools out-
side the district 4
No. between 5 and 16 registered in schools of the
district Sept. 30, 1919 46
60
No. of pupil.s attending school who live in other
towns 3
57
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THE HONOR ROLL




















* HOLLAND, WILLIAM A.
HOLMES, HAROLD
ROY, LEOPOLD
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